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TheR s God was in Christ, Reconciling

the World unto Himself

0éGod \Christmas Day is a celebration of the moments i nf ul humani ty. Despite
in Christ, when the Creator of the universe manifesteddisobey and defy the righteous authority of
reconciling His love by coming into His own creation. We Go d , Godds Il ove for man

the world do not know the exact date on the calendar make himself of no reputation, take upon him
unto himself, when the Incarnation occurred, but we do the form of a servant and be made in the
not imputng know that God 0 g av e likeHassof mem éven humidingg dnimgelé ta the

their tres- Sonéo (John 3:16) cadmiandg @ &ahbumapnsbéednf@pal
passes unto to attend to the needs of the human family.2:7-8).
. them: and Trul vy, ohe was in the world, and the world wa
BI\I/ISth)pA—Ilenry 5 & hath committed made by him, and the world knew him We as Aposto“c believer&now precise]yho
arty Alexander a0 us the not .6 (John 1:11) the one and only God of all creation is: He did
word of recon- not come as Buddha or Mohammed or Confu-
ciliation. 6 (11 Cor iN&dnddoddhave requile® or demanded thatcius or any other religious leader or prophet:

the holy Godmustcome to earth to see about He is not the seventh Madhi of Islamic escha-
Perhaps the greatest statement in scripturais. We had no rightful claims that Deity shouldtology or some obscure Indian swami, guru or

is the revelation given by St. Paul in || Colower Himself to partake of frail humanit§ my st i c. No, 0 GBHIST WA S (.
rinthians 5:19, that GOD WAS IN CHRIST.but such was the love of God. The PsalmisM\When we saw Jesus we saw the Lord of
It is for this reason that every year all thevoiced the amazement of both earth andGl or y ! I'n the man Chri s

human family stops to celebrate the Christh eaven when he askedf uldWhasts iof mhe Gbhbahead
mas season. We give gifts, we eat well, wihou art mindful of him, or the son of man that is true that God dwells in the heart of every
visit family, we show love because the hut hou vi sitest hi m?¢d (bBlisvarlbynmedn ef His Holy Sdirdi, syet e c i s i
man family stops to celebrate the awesoméo come to earth in the form of a human baby rejoice that GOD WAS UNIQUELY IN
truth that GOD WAS IN CHRIST! stands in comparison only to Calvary itself asCHRIST, the Everlasting Father perfectly

the signal expression of theallu f f i ¢ i e manifesBed dod the salvation of all mankind,

concern, compassion and gracious love folbut particularly those who will believe in Je-

sus.

AA CHURCHLIF®ROPLEO

Acts 10:3435 - Then Peter something that wewant to do, butitisalso i ndi vi dual s t o worship 1
opened his mouth, and something that we argnorally obligatedo do. churches are at present more segregated than

said, Of a truth | perceive In the largest sense, our church must be conschools, businesses, neighborhoods and com-

that God is no respecter of tinually souiconscious and evangelisticallymunity groups. No other institution in society
persons: But in every na-mi nded. Godds chur ch isnaleved t@bevas sadallycsegretated aisethet o
tion he that feareth him, grow, because every soul regardless of racehurches. Magazine ads and television programs

and worketh righteousness,mat t er s t o God. Scr i parewvermorenntegrated thansur ¢chirehés. 0 éj o

S is accepted with him. shall be in heaven oveone sinnethat re-
Dr. Marty Alexander pentsédé (Luke 15). The Gospel requires that
y o ' we must reach out t oShigdoffaifh, God ig requiing @ igtentiongl
A Mapdate for Greater Diversity at Shield souls of every race and culture. change, a specific course of actiftighteous-
of Faith ness requires that our churches must

America is Ready for Change 6 and So Is . . . .
Shield of Faith is chagdiffin from a ogood logk like theyneighborhoods in which they

toagreatchurch, 6 for the gl o "y of God. For al fe found We mustworkto the best of our
our years as a congregation, we have been pr?;_ocnally, merica has shqwn |t§ willingness tability so that our church reflects the racial
marily and almost exclusively an AflriE(,jm.operate as a largely posac@ society by elec.t- makeup of our community. Shield of Faith is
American congregation. But, as of the 2000 U§9 Barak Obama as President of the Unlteéx.cited to reach out to Hispanic, Asian and
Census, the racial distribution in Pomona is 64% ¢ @t €s. ~Obamads el e c Caucasian memberssof our tomnauhitg with thet h a t
Hispanic 4296White, 10%African Americarand much of America is now comfortable aboutlove of Jesus Christ. Our differences will not be

7% Asian. We clearly Seftingrace gside ip e \{vaw'gitiz%nr% intgracingrely |, olergfed  but intentionally  CELE-

that God wants in Pomona by appealing to jué’l}'ith one another. Ironically, with no maliciousBRATED! We may come from different culture

the AfricanAmer i can 10% of BEM THE;CHYREHES OF AYERICA haveind backgrounds but we are eager to become

tion. God is now requiring our church to pur- become nearly the lone holdut of racial seg- ONE IN CHRIST!

sue diversity in an intentional manner. A regation in our country. A O0OSeparate but equa

careful reading of scripture requires diversity a8 "1 1 0sophy has caused A med|r-|-ih' cads ‘fm: ur e hes to
a moral and spiritual necessity: It is not oni’® racially segregated for many years. By cofptay tuned! This is going to lpxciting!

trast, Goddés Word has always <called for sav el
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Thanksgil vi ng P C
By Samantha Hutchinso

Thank you for the good days and the bad dayg,r and ma, sissy, aunt what uyneu ecdi danldlt dfav e hteo
those oh my God why do | feel so sad days  because | should have been a victim of the
system but you said step off her Satan she béfo the end that my glory may sing praise to

Thank you for the sunshine and the rain longs to me thee and not be silent, Lord my God, | will
allowing me to push past the pain give thanks unto thee forever, forever

Thank you for my leaders who teach me right
Thank you for the clothes that are on my badkreachin Jesus Christ Holiness until youdie An eterni ty and it st
even though my money <coul dnot t ake t hem otiméto tell you how grateful | am for the
the rack Thank you for getting on my cross Holy Lamb, the one and only true righteous

You paid the cost man brightened my dark world with your
Thank you for the food that will be on my tableBroke the curse Holy light

Particularly for the food that will be on my table| could not reverse

You fell in love with me on first sight
Thank you for a mother who raised me righklow your blood runs deep within my veins
who raised me up so | can fight and evegeeps right through to my bones, You call me Time cannot supply, no word can suffice

thought her doct or s yoduorn Gotwn hyo/ g6 | R newvee ht BRtRle PPanid | vPaht B give you
| know what my God can do so |16l just have to se

Thank you for just being you Lord you did you | suppose that will have to do.

Thank you for my family who took me in

nBeing I n The Appointed
At The Appointed -

My son walks back into the  and they are a no show? We get on our cell phonesfor us to show up at the meeting place. Honestly,
house looking downathis and ask in a frustrat ed arewerealy meetng with desus at 8:30 on Sunlaye r e
feet and drops his backpack ar e you?0d | think Adam Mot oo dguwhi Ged weo age fi muiot
on the couch. BWpping with Hswvifet | believe that Adam had a setCrunch while watching a gospel show?
you at school ?imetdmeetwith Gbdwdily. During these appointed
already know the answer. times, he received instructions, direction, fellowship, If I keep canceling or ignoring my doctor appoint-
Now, | was going to be late  worship and on one occasion, a wife! We setap- ments, one might get the impression that my health

for work and he was going pointments because we believe that after the meetings not very important to me. If | have an appoint-
Pastor Cyndela Walters  to get an earful as | drove  we will be better off; we believe it is for our benefit. ment to meet a good friend for dinner but | chose to

him to school. My son had adhere to my daily routine and watch television
missed his appointment with the school bus. As Christians our meetings are not discretionary but instead, my friend may come to the conclusion that
in fact mandatory. Appointed times have beenset we arend6t such good friendco
fiAppointment o, accor di ngforusto waiship} getonstraictions, t© worship amdta ments wekeepsays more about who we are than the
1) a fixed mutual agreement for a meeting; engage- be blessed! When we gather, God promises that He appointments weset We all know someone who call

ment. 2) a meeting set for a specific time or place.  will meet with us. What if the President of the themselves a Christian but never attend church.
United States called Shield of Faith to say that there They know where the church is, the service times
We set appointments because we have deemed a mews a fifty percent chance that he would stopby and they say they will go,

ing so important that it takes precedence and priority and visit our Sunday School for a few minutes. The And then there are some of us who set the appoint-
over the mundane or routine activities in our lives. Weplace would be packed just because there is a chano@ent in our minds to attend Sunday School then we
all have appointments: work, school, dentist, doctors, President Obama would make a brief appearance. dondt attend. [ snd6t God th
movies, hair etc. And guess what? We would invite someone to comethat He has a word for us?

along with us. But God, who created the world and
In the Bible, it describes the Lord God walking in the from whom every good thing comes, promises to be Please remember that there is a blessing being in
garden Aduring the cool otheeewithtuh €an deeyen maghe whet bléssingd blo& i Mgppoi nt ed Pl aceodo at t
for Adam; He call s t o hiHehasptorefor usifWe &g aetheappeinted o uRdd when we are not there
Does not this phrase s o upladeaftt appdinted tim@. Mghe God is Waitingaa ke you? 0
this question when we are waiting to meet someone to answer our most weighty prayer but He is waiting
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Hope we dij
your birthday.
If so let us know in
the office!
Newsletter Staff

Birthdays

Joanna Braagan

Vanita Gathers
Gregory W. Harris
Shaunice Harris
Kori Williams
Ashai Awodo
Cece Franklin
Elizabeth Glove
Le Gina Pittman
Paul Figuera
Alvin Frierson
Sonya Robinson
Leslie Lee
Margarita Mieux
Enet Fisher
Diane Henry
Orlando Watkins

Kenneth Poole
Greg Tibbetts

Darius Harris
Debbie Bills
Terri Spears
Robbin Stark
Infinity Scott

Michael Randell
Tasiah Hunter

Mary Madkin
LaTriva Newton

Ann Parker

William Toney

\————————————————————————_

November & December_Birthdays

Alexia King

Shamarr Dubose
Diamonzshay Williams
Sandra Jones

Donald Smith

Darnell Stallworth

Ted Harrington
Daveon Lacey

Jeffrey Fittz
Stephanie George
Pedell Bills

Latia Brewster

Timahje Keesee
Keisha Smith

Evelyn Nelson
Danny Ramirez
Preston Robinson

Caira Davis

Stanisha Scott
Travon Wimberley
Bob Adams
Carolyn Devine
Diana Evans
Andrea Binion

Eric Johnson Jr.

Jasonique Scott

Josiah Hunter
Charles Sanders

Jason Burnett Jr.
Thomas Collier

Larry Jackson
Lonzell Burnett

Anthony Jackson
Christian Smith

Jesse Duran

Joshua Foster

Sandra Ramey
Shatanga H -Hammond
Janiece Gayles

Clint Ball

Zjaleece Boone

Roberta Bullock

John Gonzales

Gloria Jones
Jennifer Love
Tatamika Hunter

Victoria Lerma

Breanna West
Lisa Solorio

Beatrice Bateman

JoKena Scott
Victoria Cunningham

Cortez Madkin
Sheri Price

Joshua Everett
Ernestine Everett
Claudine Bell
Stella Hicks
Nathan Lee

Chardonay Sanders

your special day.

Happy Birthday to You!
We Love You!

Marty and | thank God for every precious saint who
part of the spiritual family at Shield of Faith. We fe-
ceiveyou as a gift to this body and we celebrate yoJ on

May your 2009 birthday be t
most wonderful and Jestiled
birthday of your life so far!

Your Pastor
and First Lady

7’
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Salvations & AnnixErgainy

I N B D S S B B S S Oy,

S

\

Water Baptized and /
or Filled with
The Holy Ghost

Welcome to the
Family of God!

Alexa Adame We welcome theg

Joseph Adame ne\_N souls .tc
Nicholwaja Butler Shield of Faith
Tami Hill and to the Body of

Tia Nicole Pryor
Tameka Trenise Pryor-
Ramika Ross

Christ. We rejoic
that God has se
them to us. W
receive them wit
love and look for
ward to growing

ié and it s
each of them, and they
were all filled with the

Anniversaries

fi .and.be baptized every one of you in

the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the AtsP38

MENTORS SERVE EVERY
'SHIELD OF FAITH MEMBER

":(t) |2 y3 Ghesi g Diane Jones together In Chri
CLS Z: .
Franrll( Th:mpson Jesus in days
D°r°t. yT ompson come. Saints, rd
Deirdre Kilgore
Jay Ob6Neal member to e
Ob Gail O6Neal |brace the ne
ey Keith Boone saints and he

Courtney Boone
Yomi Famuyiwa
Abimbola Famuyiwa
Teri Jenkins
Laurie Jenkins
Jeffrey Fittz
Geraldine Fittz

them to feel
home at the Shiel
of Faith Pomon
Remember, we a
soukwinners and
disciplemakers!

Acts 2:38!

(hFaith family is assigned to a mentor

Every single member of the Shield of

who prays for you and guides you in
your growth in Christ Jesus! If you
don't know who your mentor is, please
contact the church office immediately!

Min. Brenda Buck

In early 2009 Pastor
Gustavo Roa came to
the Shield of Faith
along with Bishop J.R.
Ruano as a Spanish

Study to shew thyself ap- ministry  catering  to

e e e e e e e e e o .

N\

-

Christian Spotaghtyratulations Pastor Gustavo Rc

United States. Before coming to the Shield
Pastor Roa was the local Pastor of International
Missions Fellowship where he did extensive
Missions work for the Kingdom.

Soon after he came to serve at Biblia Abierta

proved unto God a work-
man that needeth not to
be ashamed rightly di-
viding the
2 Timothy 2: 15

|1 Pastor Gustavo Roa

Spanish speaking mem-
bers only. The name of
his ministry is Biblia

Abierta A ¢
bled. As our rel at

began to embrace the Shield of Fait
church under the leadership of Bisho
Ruano. Pastor Roabd
the Mission fields of Guatemala unde
Guatemala Iglesias de Dios Apostolic.

Pastor Roa as a teen served as Yol

which is in the Shield Fellowship Hall. Pastor
Roa is working to help The Shield and Biblia
Abierta build a culturally diverse congregation
D poé helievessj that can worship together regard-

degsohcltgral afriglsy Past or Ro a

=

H Pastor Roa will be working with worship team

s eveayy;other §Ltnda¥, to hgla Ryesent a wenderful
new worship experience that will be a blessing
to everyone of our members.

r

th

Leader over hundreds of youth here in th
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Dear Mom, | couldn't believe my ears, Mom. This was the andd/é&dpEnter a betteintaathiban you those next
angel continued, "She will give birth to a son, diesivyoardhs.
to give him the name Jesus, because he will s%ms&@?ql?eﬂ you | went up the road to Mary's hou

There were lots of things | couldn't talk to you #RRHIRH sins." and knocked. Her mother glared at me as she opene

summer. You wouldn't have believed me then, blFI]t maybe | . . i harshlv sh led i he h .
can tell you now. | hope you can understand. The angel gripped my shoulders with his huge tiamdsL&adlg, harshly she called into the house, "

long moment his gaze pierced deep within meJakegthd’sahmost spitting out my name as she said it.

You know, Mom, I've always loved Mary. You apghdacdi3ed| think Isaviea his shining face.

to tease me about her when she was still a girl. She an My little Mary came out cringing, as if she expected

d )
her brothers used to play on our street. Our falﬁmggoltoypnght in bed. No sleep after that! | togbesl ladyotite back of my hand, | suppose. Her eyes v

together for supper. But the hardest day of myfcfﬁ‘ea@é lle, going over the words in my mind. Thedl layut popiffy. | can just imagine what her parents f

scarcely a year ago when | was twenty and she%wydfriﬁ%%%q quietly so | wouldn't wake you. said.

You remember that day, don't you? I must have walked for miles beneath the moonMés slatk&dass few steps from the house. She lookec

The trouble started after we were betrothed and)g%eddtﬂgeblackness like a thousand tiny pinpqintmgkamtmfrgid. "Pack your things, Mary," | told h
on my face. gently. "I'm taking you home to be my wife."

marriage agreement at our engagement. That t%%?r%é%'f)'ﬁ%
Mary had left abruptly to visit her old cousin Ellzdeghtarthe Lord, Mom. Yes, me, singing, if ydUWasepmiaghe hugged me as tight as she could. Mc
Judea. She was gone three whole months. Afterishdltgit baockidn't contain my joy. | told Him thatidiniigélize she was so strong.

people started wondering out loud if she were prisgwealtary and care for her. | told Him | would Wal&khat I'd been planning. "We'll go to Rabbi Be
It was cloudy the day when | finally confronted hBFItA thg cFildl matter what anyone said. Ezer's house this week and have him perform the c
gossip. "Mary," | asked at last, "are you going taghtibeck just as the sun kissed the hilltops. | dondrkndw if

baby?" you still recall that morning, Mom. | can see it i,y Sind'Syas awfully sudden, Mom, but | figured tt

Her clear brown eyes met mine. She nodded, ©Y€ 8 if it were yesterday. You were feeding g, GRiGKRNSot married the better it would be for her, ¢
surprised to see me out. Remember? me. and the bab
| didn't know what to say. "Who?" | finally stammered. ’ y:

"Sit down,” | said to you. "I've got to tell you Somﬁ%ﬂ-é\'/en if our friends don't come, at least
. - , you an
Mom, Mary and | had never actet/@n@aipene ook your arm and helped you find a seat on th(,eani%l%% our love before God." | paused. "l think |

were betrothed. out back. "Mom," I said, "I'm going to bring Mar)(/lgpmﬁil?%e there. And maybe your friend Rebecca \
Mary looked down. "Joseph,” she said. "There@nnwifeagcan you help make a place for her thing§ale it her dad will let her. How about your parents?"

can explain. You couldn't understand. But | Waniuy@iero sitent a long time. "You do know wiah[[ig¥Lg) Mary's tiny frame shuddering as she sol

know I've never cared for anyone but you." She,ggh UBen't you, son?" you said at last, your s glisten-
gently took my hands in hers, kissed each of thﬁ@ as if it '

were the last time she would ever do that again, and then . "Mary," | said. | could feel myself speaking more bol
turned towards home. She must have been dinﬁhM&’@'l' know. "No matter what anyone says about you, I'm proud yc
know | was. Your voice started to rise. "If your father weregsiitigalivée my wife. I'm going to take good care of yc

The rest of the day | stumbled through my chorgglsq H%"S some words, I'l tell you. Going abollvéikeatmsed God that.”

wonder | didn't hurt myself in the woodshop. At kﬁ?é?rle\ﬁéosu are ma:tritedt.) Disghracin?j tl;e famil); agﬂ'éa‘bongH'Up-

) ry ought to be ashamed of yourselves!
angry and pounded out my frustrations on the J&&ﬁg%é"? ' . . I lowered my voice. "I had a dream last night, Mary. | <
was making. My thoughts whirled so fast | could Yeutlyriaxgs have believed me if I'd tried to exg,l]aghg%q{ | know.”
my mind on my work. At last | decided just to didd'tthe/nless the angel had spoken to you, you'd have _ _
marriage contract with a quiet divorce. | loved hdatghesuare to scorn. he anguish which had gripped her face vanished. St

. radiant as we turned away from the house and bega
to make a pUbIIC scene. l'l\/lom, this is the rlght thlng to dO," | said. walk up the hill together.

| couldn't talk to you: Or anyone, for that matter. AWPRR | started talking to you as if | were th8 2836eAf her mother ran out into the yard. "Wait," st
bed early and tried to sleep. Her words came IhdfoP¢8! "when she comes I don't want one &éﬂf@d@os?\%r must have been listening from behind the
and over. "I've never cared for anyone but you.. aph¥gtNever sputtered. "She's youmlasaugbtdt oo e \were streaming down her cheeks

cared for anyone but you...." How | wished | copld eliekg;  she'll need your help if she's to bear the _ '
her! neighbors’ wagging tongues!” "I'll get your father," she called, almost giddy with en

' - tion. "We," she cried as she gathered up her skirts. "W\
| don't know when 1 finally fell asleep. Mom, I hagha §gfgMvom. You didn't deserve that. You sHeLiBAE as she began to run to find her husba
from God. An angel of the Lord came to me. Wﬁir‘("é’rlﬂﬁf. . ) h 9 -
pulsated through my mind so intensely | can remember them . . We ... are going to have a wedding!
as if it were yesterday. Mom," | m;;rmutr)ed,hl rf\eed you. YO;" took my7hapd A8, it was, Mom. Thanks for being there for u

got to your feet, but the fire was gone from your anAi
"Joseph, son of David," he thundered, "do not fear to take fitfee again soon.

Mary home as your wife, because what is conceli'\\fé’c!lliﬁz?‘[&c%um on me, Joseph,” you told me WEOe?jfiggph
from the Holy Spirit." hug. And you meant it. | never heard another word. No bride

We're still in Bethddagnmand | and little Jesus.


http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/joseph.htm##
http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/joseph.htm##
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nday Morning Worshipﬁé
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