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Above all, taking the Shield of Faith wherewith ye shall be able to 

quench all the fiery darts of the wicked  (Ephesians 6: 10) 
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Christ's 

body must be motivated and 

equipped to "work" in every area 

of the body to build the Kingdom 

of God. “Member mobilization” 

is a responsibility established by 

Christ Jesus laid upon His whole 

church and every member of it. 

Therefore, the people of God 

must be both mobilized and 

trained. “All Christians should be 

prepared for that moment when 

God ask them to be used by him. 

Member Mobilization Month  

“Get Connected!” 

should give you joy, it strengthens 

you in your ability to develop rela-

tionships providing a sense of pur-

pose helping to find your specific 

niche that will glorify God while 

having a lot of fun.  

 

The Member Mobilization Team will 

commission members to various 

church ministries helping them to 

grow. Encourage and promote active 

ministry servants to identify and 

engage one inactive member to serve 

alongside them in ministry. 

 

Every 4th Sunday will be Auxiliary 

Sunday. This is the time when all 

Auxiliaries can come together to 

discuss how to grow or present a 

higher level of excellence within that 

given auxiliary.  

2009 immediately following 

Morning Worship service. This 

camp will be opened to anyone 

interested in playing. We will 

have  youth basketball and 

volleyball for various age 

groups. So,  get ready for action! 

Later in the year  the Fellowship 

will introduce the new Shield of 

Faith Sports League called “ 

More than Conquers.” This is 

going to be an exciting time in 

the growth of our church and 

T h i s 

year is 

“Better 

T h a n 

E v e r ” 

for our 

y o u t h 

a n d 

y o u n g 

adults.  Our  Shield of Faith 

Youth Department will be kicking 

off its sports camp with tryouts 

beginning on Sunday October 4, 

fellowship. We will have a 

team representing several age 

groups in each sporting event. 

So Get Ready, Get Ready, Get 

Ready.   

Shield of Faith Sports Camp  

Every-member mobilization is 

crucial if the church is to fulfill its 

mandate to meet the needs of all 

God’s people. 

 

The Priority of member mobiliza-

tion is vital to the very life and 

witness of the local church. The 

growth of any movement, secular 

or spiritual, is based on its ability 

to mobilize its membership in 

effective, continuous, expansion-

related activity. The church is no 

exception to this rule in its calling 

to the work of getting everyone 

connected and busy working in 

the church of God.  
 

The Member Mobilization Team 

wants to help you connect to the 

Body of Christ at Shield of Faith 

Christian Center. Serving God 
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 Birthdays We’re Celebrating! 
September Birthdays 

 

 

Anniversaries 

The Shield 

Newsletter 
since 1981 

 

Bishop Henry B. 

Alexander 

Editor-in-chief 

 

Pastor Byron 

Walters 

Managing Editor 

 

 

 

A monthly  

publication of  

Shield of Faith  

Christian Center  

of Pomona  

Mary Ann  

Gonzales- 

Avalos 

September 1 

Joe Greene September 1 

Marcie Markow September 2 

Elwood 

Knowlen 

September 2 

Desiree Scott September 2 

Raven Bivins September 3 

Laura Duran September 3 

Geraldine Fittz September 3 

Rynda Williams September 3 

Brittany Martin September 4 

Naomi Topia September 4 

Caleb Bills  September 5 

Jasmine Carr September 5 

Golden Long-
don 

September 5  

Laura Dickson September 6 

Pageant Sanders September 6 

Christy Wil-

liams  

September 6 

Keith Boone September 9 

Anthony Durber September 10 

Jason Scott September 11 

Keyanetrea Bur-

nett 

September 13 

Dwight Crooms September 14 

Faith Greene September 14 

Verilyn Helms September 14 

Amanda Pope September 14 

Danielle Evans September 15 

Gabrielle Gill September 15 

Derek Williams  September 16 

Felicia Shyne September 17 

Rachael Burr September 1 

Jose Castro September 1 

Jamie Castro  September 1 

Joe Greene September 1 

Wyanzo Greene September 
1 

Charlene Wil-
liams 

September 
5 

Derek Williams September 
5 

Charles Sanders September 
14 

Pageant Sanders September 
14 

Cornell Foster September 
16 

Sheila Foster  September 
16 

Rosie Iba September 
17 

  

June Welch September 17 

Ibrahim Saleh September 18 

Sara Hayes  September 21 

Jowan Smith September 21 

Kacey Tabor September 21 

Desere Powell September 22 

Alan Binion September 25 

Esther Laguna September 25 

Betty Ware September 25 

B Alexander 
McCargo 

September 25 

Cyndela Walters September 25 

Cathlinia Gonzalez September 26 

Alvin Henry Jr. September 26 

Laurel Joseph September 26 

Richard Okoturoh September 26 

Alisha Meaney-
Clark 

September 26 

Mignon Tolbert September 27 

Natalie Chambers September 28 

LaShon Floyd September 28 

Byron Walters September 29 

Lanita Tademy September 29 

Happy Birthday to You! 

We Love You! 
 

Marty and I thank God for every precious saint who is a 

part of the spiritual family at Shield of Faith. We receive 

you as a gift to this body and we celebrate you on your 

special day. 

 

May your 2009 birthday be the 

most wonderful and Jesus-filled 

birthday of your life so far! 

 

          Your Pastor  

        and First Lady 

Hope we didn’t miss 

your birthday. 

If so let us know in 

the office! 

Newsletter Staff 
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“True Love Waits” Purity Ball  
On September 

13th, we cele-

brated our first 

“ T r u e  L o v e 

Waits” Purity Ball. 

This event was 

hosted by Minis-

ter Miriam Garth 

of the Singles 

Ministry and Minister Lynette Magee of Virtu-

ous Choices Ministry; under the leadership of 

Pastor Ernestine Everett. A True Love Waits 

Ceremony is a special picture of the commit-

ment to sexual purity shared between a par-

ent/sponsor and his or her teenage son or 

daughter.  In it, a parent/sponsor presents a 

ring to his or her teenager to wear as a sym-

bol of that teenager's commitment to purity. 

This ceremony can be the most pivotal, 

meaningful event in the life of that individual 

believer because it has the potential to influ-

ence their lives and the lives of family mem-

bers for generations to come. 

 

Walking down in the precession were 

proud parents and sponsors along side a 

whole host of men, women, boys and girls 

ready to make their commitment to ab-

stain from pre-marital sex and keep their 

purity until marriage. This incredible event 

will make a lasting impression on the lives 

of every individual who participated. The 

Apostle Paul says to us on two separate 

occasions, “Know ye not that your bodies 

are the members of Christ?” 1 Co 6: 15  

 

Rings and/or Bracelets were given to the 

participants from their individual sponsor 

and vows were repeated, as the congrega-

tion witnessed their covenant unto God. 

The benefits of abstaining from fornication 

will bless these participants both spiritu-

ally and naturally for the rest of their lives. 

Again, Paul says to us, “…present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 

unto God is your reasonable service.” 

Romans 12: 1 On the day that they marry 

it will truly be an honor to know that 

their greatest treasure has been saved 

only for the one that they will spend the 

rest of their lives in matrimony with. Con-

gratulations to all the participants God is 

well pleased. 

 

Culminating this special event was the 

breathtaking wedding of Minister Miriam 

Ann Garth to Minister Ernest Addo 

Quaya both who have 

served in ministry 

faithfully for several 

years. This just goes 

to show that when 

you honor God true 

love really is worth 

waiting for. 

prospect before the solution (the Gospel) 

is offered. Most Christians invite people 

to church before they explain the benefits 

of going to church. They never answer 

the question of what will be lost if the 

prospect does not come to church. Mo-

tive forces people to act. To get up early, 

get dressed and drive down to a church 

building. Then the preacher must instill 

motive to make the candidate want to say 

yes to God and mean it. Then the office 

staff must instill motive to create a reason 

for them to get involved in Sunday school 

and other ministries in the church. Then 

the evangelism department must instill 

motive to give them a reason to bring 

their friends to church to start the entire 

process all over again. 

 

  I instill motive in my prospects by first 

asking them a few questions to under-

stand their values. An example would be... 

average church sees less that one baptism 

every six months. 

 

Let’s be clear about one thing. Everything 

stops in the church without evangelism. 

There are no choirs, ushers, kitchen com-

mittees or administrators without evangel-

ism. Evangelism is the spreading of the mes-

sage of Jesus to new hearts and minds. In 

short it is REAL GROWTH in the church. 

It is NOT the gathering of large groups of 

people in some place to hear some celeb-

rity, enjoy some program or receive some 

benefit. It is real acceptance and commit-

ment to the Gospel message. 

 

A very often-overlooked aspect of evangel-

ism is MOTIVE. People act based on mo-

tives. Motive may be described as the rea-

son why you want to take some action. 

Most evangelism efforts do not aim at first 

instilling a firm motive in the mind of the 

Earlier this week I 

was fortunate to 

spend an evening 

with Dr Orr from 

California State 

Christian University. 

He shared with me 

the startling fact that 

in most prominent Christian universities 

today a student may earn a ministry degree 

without even one mandatory class in evan-

gelism or missions. As a result of this, most 

of the individuals who would be charged 

with the responsibility of pastoring the 

church of the near future will not be for-

mally trained to do REAL EVANGELISM. 

Most of the students from these institutions 

focus on a form of performance in ministry 

whether it be music ministry or children's 

programs or in some area of counseling 

ministry such as family and marriage therapy. 

It should come as no surprise then that the 

 “Evangelism and Motives  
          By Elder Marvin Bell         



Praise the 

Lord! 

I want to truly 

thank you all 

for wonderful 

participation 

and prayers 

during this 

2 0 0 9 

Women’s Conference. .The speakers 

during this four day event were just in-

credible. Truly the Lord was in this place 

and blessed all who were in attendance. 

On Thursday night we had Dr. Wanda 

Davis Turner as the main speaker and  

we were ushered into the presence of 

God by our very own Shield of Faith 

Men’s choir. On Friday night Dr. Bruce 

S. Riley was our main speaker. Though 

this Women’s Conference was only for 

four days it made an incredible impact 

each night. Many souls were delivered 

and prayed for, and during the final ser-

vice with Pastor Mini Courington we had 

One soul that was baptized in water in 

Jesus Name and one that was filled with 

the Holy Ghost. Our prayer request has 

been that this convention would be a life 

altering, yoke destroying, spirit empow-

ering, heart healing, and soul saving suc-

cess, and truly God has heard our cry! 

Our theme scripture, Psalms 115: 14-15, 

speaks of the whole body experiencing 

a new season when our walk and our 

relationship with God are going to be 

“Better Than Ever” in Christ Jesus.  

 

I want to stop and thank everyone who 

helped to make this Women’s Confer-

ence an complete success.  

 

Pastor Marty Alexander 

 

Shield of Faith International Fellowship 

of Churches Women’s President 

With Outstanding 

Speakers 

T H E  S H I E L D  N E W S L E T T E R  
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edge (Deuteronomy 18:11).  It was 

reported that three weeks before his 

death gospel music artist Andre and 

Sandra  Crouch led  h im to 

Christ.  Sadly, that claim was false and 

was confirmed by the Crouches 

(chraismamag.com). They talked to 

him about the anointing and Jesus and 

prayed for Jackson , but remained 

unclear that he received Christ. 

 

Unfortunately for Heath Ledger; dead 

at age 28.  And Michael Jackson; dead 

at age 50.  They failed to obey the 

Word of God like Saul and it cost 

them dearly.  They believed the lie 

that fame and fortune would bring 

them happiness in this life. They re-

ceived both from the god of this 

world (2 Corinthians 4:4; Luke 4: 6-

7), no doubt.  But Satan doesn’t offer 

peace and rest to his children.  In-

stead, he gives them torment, unrest, 

and finally destruction. 

  

Jesus tells us in Matthew 11:28-29, 

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and 

are heavy laden, and I give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 

me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 

and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” 

G-d t resists the proud, but gives 

grace to the humble (James 4:6). 

Once individuals receive salvation and 

begin to bear the fruit of the Spirit 

peace (Galatians 5:22-23), Jesus gives 

peace and rest despite the storms/

stress of life because the Holy Spirit is 

Comforter.  Paul says it best in Philip-

pians 4:7, “And the peace of God 

which passeth all understanding, shall 

keep your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus.” 

Ledger told the New York Times he 

had trouble sleeping while portraying 

the Joker and even afterwards. A good 

actor or actress sometimes assumes 

the character they’re playing for 

months in advance to make the char-

acter more real. Quiet as it’s kept, the 

best actors in ancient Greek theater 

were believed to be literally possessed 

by the entity they portrayed on 

stage.  In occult practices it is believed 

that assuming the role of a particular 

demon was the quickest way to come 

into contact with a demonic spirit. 

Now back to Ledger.  Unable to find 

rest, Ledger died of a drug overdose at 

the age 28 on January 22, 2008. The 

autopsy and toxicological exam found 

that Heath Ledger was on medication 

for depression, anxiety, insomnia, pain, 

and cold medication, cause of death 

was determined as acute intoxication. 

  

Another recent example of no rest for 

the wicked is the death of pop music 

icon Michael Jackson. Jackson used 

prescription drugs heavily. He was on 

several medications for a severe case 

of insomnia before his death.  The 

deadly dose of propofol that was giving 

Jackson by Dr. Conrad Murray was 

supposed to help Jackson sleep. How-

ever, Jackson ’s untimely death and his 

inability to rest may have been a result 

of his occult practices. Jackson was a 

longtime friend of psychic Uri Geller 

(wikipedia.com). He also at onetime 

had a private room with moving walls 

and mirrors where he communicated 

with the spirit of Liberace.  He even 

said that Liberace was his guardian 

angel (They Sold Their Souls for Rock 

n Roll; about.com).  This is called 

“necromancy” which means: communi-

cation with the dead to gain knowl-

The Bible speaks about “no rest for the 

wicked.” Isaiah 48:22 says, “There is no 

peace saith the Lord, unto the wicked.” 

Isaiah 57:20-21 says, “But the wicked 

are like the troubled sea, when it can-

not rest, whose waters cast up mire 

and dirt. There is no peace, saith my 

God, to the wicked.”  King Saul is a 

good biblical example of this when he 

rebelled against the Word of God (1 

Samuel 15).  The Spirit of the Lord de-

parted from him and an evil spirit trou-

bled him (1 Samuel 16:14-15). Saul was 

a restless man for the rest of his life 

because God’s Spirit had departed from 

him.  Unable to hear from God, he 

turned to the occult when went to the 

witch at Endor to seek guidance before 

going to battle against the Philistines(1 

Samuel 28). He was eventually killed in 

battle by the Philistines which was the 

judgment of the Lord for not keeping 

the word of the Lord and inquiring of 

occulted spirit (1 Chronicles 10:13-14).  

 

When we look at the rich and famous, 

we think they have everything that the 

world has to offer.  The reality of the 

matter is that the majority of them 

have no peace because they don’t have 

Jesus the Messiah in their life. Look at 

the actor Heath Ledger.  He had fame, 

money, and beautiful women at his 

beckoning call. Ledger had become a 

homosexual and lesbian community 

icon with his portrayal as a gay cowboy 

who had a love affair with another man 

on Brokeback Mountain in 2005.  It was 

later nominated for an Academy Award 

for Best Actor. But he had no peace or 

rest!  He went on to take on the part 

as the Joker in The Dark Knight 

(Batman).  Ledger wanted the Joker to 

be much darker and more sinister than 

Jack Nicholson’s role as the Joker. 

 “No Rest For the Wicked” 
       Written by Elder Jerald Washington  

http://chraismamag.com
http://wikipedia.com
http://about.com


“… and it sat upon 

each of them, and they 

were all filled with the 

Holy Ghost…” 

Acts 2: 3 

Obey  

Acts 2:38! 

Study to shew thyself ap-

proved unto God a work-

man that needeth not to 

be  ashamed rightly di-

viding the word of truth.” 

2 Timothy 2: 15 

T H E  S H I E L D  N E W S L E T T E R  

Welcome to the  

Family of God! 

We welcome these 

new souls to 

Shield of Faith 

and to the Body of 

Christ. We rejoice 

that God has sent 

them to us. We 

receive them with 

love and look for-

ward to growing 

together In Christ 

Jesus in days to 

come. Saints, re-

member to em-

brace the new 

saints and help 

them to feel at 

home at the Shield 

of Faith Pomona. 

Remember, we are 

soul-winners and 

disciple-makers! 

Salvations - August  
Water Baptized 

and /or Filled with  

The Holy Ghost  
 

 

Shawnelle Babb  

Harlan Harper Jr. 

Bryant Jones (H) 

Samone` Naiper 

Janelle Moore 

Virginia Reilly (H) 

Shanita Scott (H) 

Jason Smith 

Naomi Cordona Tapia 

 

 

 

“...and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-

sion of sins, and ye shall receive the 

gift of the Holy Ghost.”   Acts 2:38                

MENTORS SERVE EVERY 

SHIELD OF FAITH MEMBER 

 
Every single member of the Shield of 
Faith family is assigned to a mentor 
who prays for you and guides you in 
your growth in Christ Jesus! If you 
don't know who your mentor is, please 
contact the church office immediately!            
 
                 Min. Brenda Buck 

How important is love to you? If it is a core 

value of theirs then I will use it to develop 

motive in them to experience God's love. 

In this example I could exchange any main 

value that they have in place of love if it 

seemed to be more important to them. 

Remember when using motive, people will 

take more action to avoid pain than to gain 

pleasure. So a better motive would be... 

How important are your kids to you? 

Would you really want your kids to grow 

up without knowing any bible stories? Why 

don't you allow me to take them to church 

t h i s  S u n d a y . . . 

I hope these examples helped you do bet-

ter evangelism. For more tips email me 

today ministermbell@yahoo.com 

P A G E  6  

Christian Jokes for the Soul 
The Army of The Lord 

A friend was in front of me coming out of 

church one day, and the preacher was standing 

at the door as he always is to shake hands.  
 

He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled 

him aside. The Pastor said to him, "You need 

to join the Army of the Lord!"  
        

 My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of 

the Lord, Pastor." Pastor questioned, "How 

come I don't see you except at Christmas and 

Easter?"  
 

He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service." 
 

“Forsake not the assembling of ourselves to-

gether, as the manner of some is; but exhort-

ing one another: and so much the more, as ye 

see the day approaching.” 

   Hebrews 10: 25 

Evangelism continuation... 

mailto:ministermbell@yahoo.com
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try Stir up the Gift.  Even though in 2004 

the Lord reassigned me to other ministry 

work, for a combined ten years I have 

faithfully served Minister Simeon Magee 

regarding these two departments in their 

development and was honored when Min-

ister MaGee asked if I would mine if he 

named the whole Sacred Arts Department 

Stir up the Gift.  

I’m very pleased to announce that on 

October 1st 2009, I will be moving into my 

office and operating as CEO of a vision 

that the Lord gave me called “Stir Up the 

Gift”  The Lord has been using a single 

phrase all these years to encourage me 

and has made me a business owner, some-

thing that I would of never asked for. He 

continues to amaze me and I’m so glad to 

know that he knows my end from my 

beginning.  Please pray for me as I step 

into something that I hadn’t imagined. Last 

but not least “Stir Up The Gift” Shield of 

Faith.” 

One that Labors among you, 

Youth Pastor Jo’Kena Scott 

 A Case For Sunday School - II Timothy 2: 15 
             By Min. Joscelyn Washington, Christian Education Director 

It's been a long week.  Your car broke 

down on Monday while in rush hour traf-

fic.  Your boss had you do all the work on 

that big project and then took all the 

credit.  It seemed like the kids fought over 

everything every day.  Your spouse didn’t 

do the chores you asked her/her to 

do.   And to top it off, you struggled with a 

cold.   
 

So now its Sunday morning and you open 

your eyes at 7:00 a.m. without the help of 

the alarm clock.  What do you do?  Do 

you turn over and go back to sleep or do 

you get up and make your way down to 

the church for Sunday School?  You tell 

yourself, “Lay back down!”  You deserve 

the rest.  It was a hard week and you 

hardly got any sleep.  The house is quiet 

and it’s a perfect opportunity for you to 

just relax.  It would be more advantageous 

to catch some zzz’s.  And besides, you’d 

have to get the whole family up.  And you 

know those kids hate to go to church any-

ways!  And that Sunday School director is 

always singing that annoying song! Why is it 

so important to go to Sunday School any-

ways?    
  

Let me offer some suggestions: 

-You said you don’t have any friends at 

Shield of Faith.  Well, the small group set-

tings make it easy to talk and meet people. 

-Your children will have a hot breakfast so 

you won’t have to cook at home 

-You’ll learn the Word of God.  And 

learning the Word of God will help you 

deal with all of the challenges of your 

everyday life.  For example: you said that 

you need more money.  Do you know 

the principle of paying your 

tithes?  No?  Hmmm…sounds like you 

n e e d  s o m e  S u n d a y  S c h o o l . 
 

-And lastly, because we MISS YOU! 

  

I know it’s a hard thing to do to get up 

out of the bed.  But I’m asking you to try 

Sunday School.  You’ll invigorated by the 

lessons and ready to take on the 

world. I’ll see you next Sunday! 

In 1999 Shield of Faith was in a revival and 

the woman of God called me out and ex-

plained to me that I was like a jug of  kool 

aid (at that time I was making a lot of un-

healthy Koolaid for my husband and I 

hated to make it, but he loved it, so.)  She 

asked me what happens when you pour 

sugar in a jug of kool aid and I said to her 

“It all goes to the bottom of the jar” She 

then said “ God said that’s how you are, all 

your gifts are sitting there at the bottom of 

the jar but God is going to reach inside of 

Congratulations On The Opening of A New Business - Pastor JoKena Scott 

you and stir up the gifts within you.” The 

woman of God spoke more words of exhor-

tation concerning me but what stood out to 

me was Stir up the Gift and I decided that 

whatever the Lord would have me to do, I 

would name it Stir up the Gift. The following 

year Minister Simeon MaGee asked me to be 

the Drama President, I excepted and with his 

permission named the department Stir up 

the Gift. A few years later Minister Simeon 

MaGee asked me to lead the dance depart-

ment, I excepted and also named the minis-



Shield of  Faith Christian  

Center of  Pomona  

1750 West Holt Avenue, Pomona, California 91768 

Bishop Henry B. Alexander, Senior Pastor 

 

CHURCH YOU CAN FEEL! 

Weekly Order of Service 
 

Sunday School …………………..… 9: 30 am 

Sunday Bible College……..……….. 9: 30 am 

Sunday Morning Worship……...... 11: 30 am 

Monday Hour Power …………….. 12: 00 pm 

Tuesday Bible Study ………….…… 7: 30 pm 

Wednesday Prayer ……………...…. 7: 30 pm 

Friday Youth Service ……………... 7: 30 pm 

Saturday Evangelism ……………. 10: 00 am 

  

Special Services  

 

1st & 3rd Sunday TAME …...…..…..6: 00 pm 

2nd & 4th Sunday Mentor Group…. 2: 00 pm 

Saturday Food Bank ………….…..... 9: 30 am 

Non-Profit 

Org. 
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